The Eastern Question

resolutely opposed to Servia's daim to a port there and in
conjunction with Italy pressed for an independent State of
Albania which would prevent this.

On October yth the Concert addressed simultaneous
admonitory notes to the allied Balkan States. On October
8th King Nicholas of Montenegro declared war. On
October lyth Turkey declared war on Servia and Bulgaria,
and the following day Greece declared war on Turkey.
The same day Turkey signed the Treaty of Lausanne which
ceded Tripoli to Italy. The Serbs occupied "Oskiib, Western
Macedonia, the Sandjak of Novi Bazar and a strip of Albania
including Durazzo. The Greeks conquered Southern Mace-
donia and on November 8th they occupied Salonica. The
Bulgarians within a few days had captured Kirk Kilisse and
were investing Adrianople with the Turks in full retreat.
At sea the Greek fleet captured several islands in the ^Egean.
On December 3rd the belligerents, except Greece, accepted
an armistice. On December i6th their representatives met
in London under the aegis of Sir Edward Grey. On December
i yth the Conference of Ambassadors of the European Great
Powers began its sittings concurrently and likewise under
the chairmanship of the British Foreign Secretary. The
object of this Ambassadors' Conference was to maintain the
Concert of Europe in the difficult sphere of Balkan politics.

During the winter of 1912-13 the greater part of the
Austrian and Russian armies were kept mobilised, the former
particularly in Galicia. This state of affairs created a danger-
ous situation. In Berlin the Wilhelmstrasse exercised a
restraining influence upon Austria, where General Conrad
Hoetzendorf, who had returned to his post soon after
AerenthaTs death, seems to have desired the overthrow of
Servia in spite of Russia's having agreed to Servia's claim to
an Adriatic port being withdrawn, and the Emperor William
advised the Austrian Heir-Apparent to disarm. Thus Ger-
many collaborated with Great Britain with success at the
Ambassadors' Conference, and together these two promoted
the interests of European peace.
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